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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .1 26 which 
requires: 

"The original numbering of the claims must be preserved throughout the 
prosecution. When claims are canceled the remaining claims must not be renumbered. 
When claims are added, they must be numbered by the applicant consecutively 
beginning with the number next following the highest numbered claim previously 
presented (whether entered or not). When the application is ready for allowance, the 
examiner, if necessary, will renumber the claims consecutively in the order in which they 
appear or in such order as may have been requested by applicant." 

In this instance, originally filed claims are in two sets of claims. One set has 17 
claims, and the other has claims 1-15 canceled with newly added claims numbered as 
claims 16-27. Misnumbered claims 16-27 should be renumbered as 18-29. 

2. A series of singular dependent claims is permissible in which a dependent claim 
refers to a preceding claim which, in turn, refers to another preceding claim. A claim 
which depends from a dependent claim should not be separated by any claim which 
does not also depend from said dependent claim. It should be kept in mind that a 
dependent claim may refer to any preceding independent claim. In general, applicant's 
sequence will not be changed. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 

Claims 23-27 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only, 
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and/or cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claims 16-27 have not been further treated on the merits. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THANH V. PHAM whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 1866. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T (6:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly D. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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